Red blood cell substitutes.
Insufficient supply and risks of homologous blood transfusions have driven the quest for a red blood cell substitute. The recent development of a red blood cell substitute has focused on hemoglobin solutions. The clinical indications for use of a red blood cell substitute in veterinary medicine include blood loss caused by trauma, surgery, or medical causes and other acute anemias. Such a substitute also may have an adjunctive role in radiation treatment and chemotherapy.